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Fa OM the firſt appearance, in this city, of the 
contagious malignant, peſtilential or yellow fever, 
in 1793, the College of Phyſicians, agreeably to 
the principles of their inſtitution, ſanctioned by a 
charter from the legiſlature in 1789, have uſed 
their beſt endeavours to check the progreſs and to 
guard againſt the future introduction of this dread- 
ful calamity: To the repeated applications made 
to them, by the different departments of the ſtate 
government on the ſubje&, they have ever paid a 
prompt and reſpectful attention, and they now con- 
ceive it a duty incumbent on them to publiſh a conciſe 
detail of their former proceedings, and to explain 
more fully their ſentiments on the nature, origin 
and prevention of this fatal diſcaſe. 
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About the latter end of July and beginning of 
Auguſt 1793, a fever of a new and very alarming 


nature prevailed in this city. It firſt appeared in 


Water ſtrect, between Mulberry and Saſſafras 
ſtreets; and all the caſes of this fever, were, for 
two or three weeks evidently traced to this particu- 
lar ſpot. A conſiderable part of the city, North- 
ern Liberties and diſtrict of Southwark became 
gradually infected, and it was not until the coming 
of the froſt, that the diſeaſe ſubſided, after having 
proved fatal to nn five thouſand perſons. 


The peculiarity of the ſymptoms, the remarkable 


inefficacy of remedies generally uſed for diſeaſe; 
which commonly occur in the fame ſeaſon of the 
year, with ſomewhat ſimilar ſymptoms, its great 
mortality and contagious nature, ſufficiently evinc- 
ed, that a very unuſual diſeaſe exiſted amongſt us 
which was ſoon diſcovered to be what is called the 
Siam, in the French, and the Yellow Fever in the 
Britiſh Weſt Indies. 


The College met on the 25th day of Augult io 
conſider what was neceſſary for them to do on the 
occaſion, and next day ſent to the Mayor of the 
city, © Directions for preventing the further pro- 
* greſs of the malignant fever,” which were pub- 
liſhed, 


1 

liſhed. Theſe directions may be ſeen at large in a 
pamphlet entitled, © Proceedings of the College of 
« Phyſicians of Philadelphia, relative to the preven- 
tion of the introduction and ſpreading of conta- 
« gious diſcaſes,” publiſhed in January 1798, con- 
tuning a regular account of all that had been done 
by the College on the occaſion. A copy of this 
publication was ſent to every member of the fede- 
ral and ſtate legiflatures, and of the ſelect and 
common council of the city. Theſe directions 
plainly ſhew that the College regarded the diſeaſe 
as highly contagious and malignant. 


On the fifth day of November a letter was re- 
ceived from the Governor of the ſtate, requeſting 
information of the origin of the diſeaſe, the pre- 
cautions beſt calculated to prevent its recurrence, 
and the proper means to be purſued to purify the 
city from latent infection. The College entered 
into a careful inquiry on this ſubject, and although 
they met with many difficulties in the inveſtigation, 
difficulties which generally occur on ſuch occaſions, 
and the ſolution of which would criminate thoſe 
perſons who are more immediately concerned, and 
who are the beſt qualified to give the neceſſary 
accounts, yet they obtained ſufficient information 
to offer the following anſwer to the Governor. 


No 
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No inſtance has ever occurred, of the diſeaſe 
* called the Yellow Fever, being generated in thi; 
city, or in any other part of this ſtate, as far a; 
* we know; but there have been frequent inſtance; 
« of its having been imported, not only into this, 
but into other parts of North America, and pre. 
< yailing there for a certain period of time; and 
* from the riſe, progreſs and nature of the malignant 
e fever, which began to prevail here about the be- 
“ ginning of laſt Auguſt, and extended itſelf gradu- 
&« ally over a great part of the city, we are of 
ce opinion, that this diſeaſe was imported into Philz- 
e delphia by ſome of the veſſels which arrived in 
« the port after the middle of July. This opinion 
e we are further confirmed in by the various ac- 
« counts we have received from the beſt authoritic; 
e we could procure on the ſubject.“ 


— 


The College alſo informed the Governor of the 
beſt means to purify the city from latent infection, 
and offered their ſervices, to co-operate with the le. 
gifſlature in their endeavours to prevent, avert or 
remove theſe dangerous calamities. 
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On the ſecond day of December 1794, a com- 
mittee of the College was appointed to conſider the 
defects in the health- laws and to point out a pro- 


per 
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per remedy. On the report of this committee it 
was reſolved, that a memorial on the ſubject ſhould 
be preſented 'to the ſtate legiſlature, which was 
done accordingly, January 26th, 179 5. The prin- 
cipal objects of this memorial were, a requeſt that 
medical characters might be appointed to aſſiſt the 
conſulting phyſician of the port to prevent the 
ſpreading of contagious diſcaſes when introduced 
amongſt us, and to authorize them to remove the 
difeaſed and thoſe expoſed to contagion. Allo that 
they ſhould be conſulted reſpecting the quarantine 
and purification of veſſels, and the conſtruction and 
regulation of the city hoſpital. 


So much attention was paid to this memorial that 
the legiſlature, in the new health- law, paſſed this 
ſeſſion, empowered the Governor to appoint four 
perſons, members of the College, to aſſiſt the con- 
ſulting phyſician as recommended, who were ac- 
cordingly appointed in Augult following, and were 
invited to hold one meeting with the Board of 
Health; but another law was paſſed the fucceeding 
ſeſſion which excluded them from any further ſhare 
in the buſinefs. 


Abont the latter end of July 1797, the malig- 
nant contagious fever again appeared in Philadel- 
** 
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phia: and on the fifteenth of Auguſt a letter was re. 
ceived from the Governor requeſting information 
concerning its exiſtence, and © an opinion on the 
< beſt mode of preventing the calamity threatendd,” 
The College immediately directed their Preſident to 
inform the Governor that ſuch a diſcaſe had lately ap- 
peared in Penn-ſtreet and its neighbourhood, and 
on the ſeventeenth of the month, in a letter to the 
Governor, gave their opinion of the beſt mode of 
averting the threatened calamity, by firſt, preſcrib. 
ing the methods for preventing the ſpreading of con. 
tagious diſeaſes when introduced, and ſecondly, by 
preventing their introduction. | 


To attain the firſt of theſe purpoſes, they recom- 
mended ſtri& attention to cleaning and watering the 
ſtreets, habits of temperance, attention to cloathing, 
exerciſe, &c. to avoid intercourſe with the ſick, and 
to purify places ſuſpected or occupied by t the ſick. 


For the ſecond purpoſe 122 recommended, a new 
Jaw on the ſubject, which will be hereafter recurred 
to. Sce next page. 


On the twenty - ſecond day of Auguſt the Board of 
Health requeſted the College to adopt and publili 
ſuch advice as would tend to check the progreſs of 

contagion. 


CPF G 
contagion. The College, accordingly, on the twen- 
ty- fifth, furniſhed the board with their ſentiments 
on the ſubject. Their plan conſiſted, generally, in 
ſeparating the ſick from the well, great attention to 
cleanlineſs, free admiſſion of air, purification of bed- 
ding, cloathing, &c. by expoſing them to the 
— 3 of charcoal and ſulphur in cloſe rooms, the 
free uſe of lime and cold water, and the application 
of the vapor produced by mixing oil of vitriol and 
ſalt perre, i in lick rooms. 


October zoth, a letter was read from the Govern- 
or of the ſtate requeſting to know © what meaſures 
* ought to be purſued to purify the city from any la- 
« tent infection, and what precautions were beſt cal- 

& culated to guard againſt the future recurrence of 
«2 ſimilar calamity.” On the ſeventh day of No- 
vember a full anſwer to the Governor's letter was 
agreed on and communicated to him. This letter 
ls here introduced as giving more fully the ſenſe of 


the College on this 42 intereſting 2 5 


SIR, 


We have duly conſidered your letter of the nah | 
ult, and ſhall EY gy with the Aer: 
— therein, | St 6a 
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The meaſures to be purſued for purifying the city 
from any latent infection, are ſuch as we have hereto. 
fore recommended, viz.—A ſtrict attention to clean. 
lineſs, waſhing, white-waſhing, and ventilating the 
infected houſes, bedding and cloathing; and fumi- 
gating them with charcoal and ſulphur, or a mixture 
of oil of vitriol and ſalt- petre. Theſe, with the froſt, 
we believe, will be found ſufficient entirely to de- 
ſtroy any latent contagion. | 


But the latter part of your inquiry, viz. What 
precautions are beſt calculated to guard againſt the 
future occurrence of a ſimilar calamity, is an object 
of ſuch magnitude, as to demand a more particular 


reply. 


- We have, on former occaſions, communicated 
our ſentiments on this head; but as you now in- 
form us, that it is intended to eſtabliſh a foundation 
for future regulations, we willingly enter into the 
detail; and though this will principally conſiſt of re- 
petition, yet it may be uſeful to have our ideas pre- 
ſented in one view for your conſideration. - And as 
theſe ſentiments have been more fully confirmed by 
recent events, we are again induced earneſtly to re- 
commend a ſtri& adoption of the meaſures we advil- 
ed in our communication of Auguſt 18th, 1797, as 
being 
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being the beſt calculated to guard againſt the future 
introduction of contagious diſeaſes. We now recapi- 
tulate thoſe advices with ſome additions. 


Let an entire new health-law be made, conſtitut- 
ing a Board of Health, to conſiſt of five perſons, two 
of hom to be practitioners of phyſics The ſmall- 
neſs of the number will enſure reſponſibility, and a 
conſtant reſidence in the city; and the profeſſional 
knowledge of the medical characters will be neceflary 
to aſſiſt in direQing the meaſures of the Board. Let 
no perſon whoſe private intereſt may be affected by 
quarantine laws, be a member of this Board. 


Let a ſufficient ſum of money, per annum, be ſub- 
ject to the draughts of the Board, who ſhall render 
to the Aſſembly a yearly account of their expendi- 
tures. Let this Board ſit daily during the months 


of July, Auguſt, September, and October; and, 


during theſe months let every veſſel from the Medi- 
terranean, coaſt of Africa, Weſt- Indies, and conti- 
nent of America, to the ſouthward of Florida, per- 
form an effectual quarantine. Let the cargoes of 
ſuſpicious veſſels be unloaded, and, with the veſſels, 
be puriſied at the Iſland. 


Let 
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Let a reſident phyſician; or health-officet be ap. 
. pointed, who ſhall never be abſent from the Iſland 
during the above mentioned months, and a conſult. 
ing phyſician, who ſhall reſide at Philadelphia. 


Let the puniſhment of a maſter of a' veſſel, who 
cvades the law, by landing cargo, crew or paſſen- 
gers, contrary to the intent apd meaning of it, be 
the ſame as for murder of the ſecond' degree. Let 
no veſlel of war ever be allowed to come above 
the fort. 


Let. co-operative, laws be procured from the 
neighbouring legiſlatures or from congreſs. 


Let the Board of Health have power, with the 
concurrence of the Governor, to cut off the inter- 
courſe with infected perfons and places. Let the long 
prajected Hofpital be erected. 


Let the moſt diligent and ſcrupulous attention be 
given to cleaning and watering the ſtreets, gutters 
and wharves, throughout the city and liberties. 


Such are the precautions, which we believe belt 
calculated to guard againſt the future occurrence of 
calamitics ſimilar to thoſe we have experienced. If 

| further 


1 
further diſcoveries ſhall happily add to dur know- 


ledge on this important ſubject, we ſhall not fail to 


make ſuch communications to the Governor without 
delay. 


By order of the College of Phyſicians 
Joh. REDMAN, Preident. 
Arteſt, | 
' THOMAS ©. JAMES, Sec'y. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 7, 1797. 


To his Excellency, THOMAS MIFFLIN, 
Esq. Governor of the Commonwealth 
of Pennſylvania. 


Atthough the College had now complied with 


every requiſition that had been made to them, yet, 


feelingly impreſſed with the magnitude of the ſub- 
jet, they judged it proper to preſent to the ſtate legiſ- 


lature their reaſons for believing the diſeafe to be 


1. foreign origin, hoping that the legiſlature would 
be induced to make ſuch a change in the health- 


laws as might ſecure us from its future introduction. 
This Memorial was accompanied with a narrative 
of facts relative to the probable origin and propreſs 
of the malignant contagious fever, which had late 


7 ap ed amongſt us. 
21 The 
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The Memorial contains our moſt ſtriking reaſon; 
for believing in the foreign origin of the diſcaſe, 
but for general information, it may be uſeful more 
fully to adduce our arguments in ſupport of theſe 
opinions, which have been ſtill further confirmed 
by the circumſtances that have occurred during the 
laſt ſummer and Autumn; accompanied with ſuch x 
ſtatement of facts as we think cannot fail of pro- 
ducing conviction in every unprejudiced mind. 


Our aim is the inveſtigation and ſpreading of 
truth on this important ſubject. We are equalh 
| Intereſted, with our fellow- citizens in diſcovering 
the means of averting fo terrible a diſeaſe. A pro- 
per health- law for the purpoſe has not yet been 
applied, and unleſs ſomething more efficient be done 
upon the occaſion, our dea port towns ay ſoon 
a ee \ (99. 90 


| We ſhall give our reaſons for believing that the 
diſeaſe in queſtion is not of domeſtic origin, and 
ve truſt they will prove convincing to our legiſla- 
ture, and to our fellow-citizens, generally. 


When the deſtructive peſtilence raged at Mar- 
ſeilles in 1720, there were found phyſicians of cmi- 


_— who men men that it was 
| © neither 


th 
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, if 
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neither a contagious nor an imported diſcaſe.* They 
derived it from the poor diet of the lower claſs of 
the inhabitants; and although they ſaw the veſſel 
that brought it, and the moſt unequivocal and 
dreadful marks of contagion, yet they ſtill perſiſted 
in their firft opinions. Similar contrarieties of 
opinion prevailed at Meſſina in 1743, but efficient 
quarantine laws have ſince preſerved Marſeilles and 
Meſſina from this deſtructive viſitant, although con- 
3 expoſed. 


In the ent year the city of Baltimore * 
been preſerved in a ſimilar manner, and we would 
aſk, Is the city of Boſton more expoſed by its ſitua- 
tion to the generation of. tropical diſeaſes than Bal- 
timore. Where do we ſee the firſt appearance of 
our peſtilential fever? Is it amongſt the marſhes 
to the ſouth weſt of our city, or in the neighbour- 
hood of the wharves ? Is it in the confined alleys ; or 
on the ſalubrious banks of the Delaware at Ken- 
ſngton? Is it not always near thoſe places where, 
reſſels from foreign countries are found? 


Look at the diſcaſe itſelf ; does any fever of our 
country ever aſſume ſuch 3 or produce ſuch 
effects ? 


* See A Treatiſe on the Plague by Patrick Ruſſell, M. D. 
F. R. 8. and ſurgeon to the Britiſh factory at Aleppo. 
Printed, London, 1791. 
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effects? Do our ſevereſt bilious fevers generally ter. 
minate fatally in a few days ? Do they ſteal on in. 
ſenſibly, infecting one perſon after another in 2 
family and in a neighbourhood ?. Are they ever 
equally fevere in ſeaſons ſo oppoſite as 1797 and 
1798? Do not the riſe, the ſymptoms, the pro. 
greſs and the termination of this fatal diſeaſe, de. 


monſtrate that it is totally different from ay thing 
we have been accuſtomed to! ? | 


But more particularly to examine the ſubject: 
our principal reaſons for believing that this diſcaſe 
does not originate amongſt us, are the following: 


Firſtly. It differs effentially from any other dil. 
eaſe which is common to this country, and agrees 
in its moſt eſſential ſymptoms, with what is called 
the Yellow Fever in the Weſt Indies. 


| Secondly. It has been regularly traced to the 
vicinity of ſome veſſel or veſſels, from the Well 
Indies; or to perſons or cloathing connected with 
them, | DEE, 


The principal peculiarities of this fever are, its 
contagious nature, the progreſs of the ſymptoms 
ne the mortality conſequent « on it, 

To 
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To endeavour to prove the contagious nature of 
this difeaſe would, in our opinion, be equally uſeleſs 
as to prove the contagion of the plague. But in 
all our obſervation and practice we know of no 
caſe, where the autumnal bilious remittents of our 
country have proved contagions. We are aware 
that theſe. are ſometimes attended with violent and 
dangerous ſymptoms, but this ſtriking characteriſtic 
of contagion being always abſent, they never be- 
come an object of public dread or concern. 


| The characteriſtic ſymptoms. of this diſeaſe are, 


generally, a conſtant fever for about three days, 
which, in dangerous caſes, is followed by a ceſſation 
thereof, The concomitant ſymptoms of yellowneſs 
of the ſkin, and vomiting. of black matter, which 
are ſo common in this feyer, do ſometimes, though 
rarely, occur in other diſeaſes. 


The mortality which enſues is ſuch as is common 


when peſtilential diſeaſes prevail. The general 
confuſion and deſertion of the ſick, naturally add 
to the fatal conſequences of theſe diſeaſes. 


As to the ſecond point, the origin of the fever, we 
may obſerve, that until the year 1793, no doubts 
on this ſubje&, as far as we know, had been pro- 
* - mulgate 


\ 


(28: 3: 


mulgated in America. Doctor Lining of Charlc{. 
ton, South Carolina, one of the beſt, and the only 
American author who had then publiſhed on this 
ſubject, and who wrote in 1753, expreſsly informs 
us, that the yellow fever had prevailed in that city 
four times within twenty-five years, and that when- 
ever it appeared there, it was eaſily traced to ſome 
perſon who was lately arrived from ſome of the 
Weſt India Iſlands, where it was epidemical. 


It may not be improper here to remark, that 
very erroneous opinions on this ſubject have ariſen 
from confounding this peſtilential fever with the 
malignant remittents of the Weſt Indies and Ame- 
rica. The difference ſtill holds good, that theſe 
laſt are not contagious, if we may give credit to the 
writings and obſervations of Phyficians who have 
practiſed in the Weſt Indies, added to our own. 
But the malignant fever which prevailed in this city 
in 1793, 1797, and 1798, was always more or 
leſs ſo, according to circumſtances. 


A ſtriking peculiarity, which does not occur in 
any other diſeaſe, attends the yellow fever in the 
Weſt Indies. The natives and perſons who have 
reſided long in thoſe iflands, are very ſeldom ſeized 
with this ſeyer, It was likewiſe remarked, and it 

15 
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is a circumſtance that deſerves particular attention, 
that very few, if any, of the Creole French in this 
city, ſuffered from the contagious malignant fever 
which prevailed here, in 1793, 1797, and 1798, 
though the diſeaſe was introduced into their fami- 
les; and children born in this country, of Creole 
parents, died with it laſt autumn, while the parents 
and the children born in the Weſt Indies, were en- 
tirely exempt; from it. To European French, Iriſh, 
and other ſtrangers, the diſcaſe was remarkably fatal. 
It is an obſervation, founded in long and extenſive 
experience, and which admits not of an exception, 
that ſtrangers are the greateſt ſufferers from the 
diſeaſes of the country into which they migrate : 
were the yellow fever a diſeaſe of our country, the 
Creoles would probably have been among the firſt 
to experience its fatal effects; but as it is of Welt 
India origin, and their conſtitutions are aflimilated 
to it, they efcaped it here as they do in their na- 
tive country. The natives of the Welt Indies be- 
ing ſo ſeldom affected with the yellow fever, has 
given riſe and currency to the opinion, that it 
is not contagious in that country, and with reſpect 
to them the obſervation is well founded; but then it 
is as highly contagious to Europeans and Americans 
in the ſea-ports of the Welt Indies, as it is in this 
city, when introduced here. 88e Note A. in the 
Appendix. ] | 


It 
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It is no new opinion that peſtilential fevers are 


generated in ſhips or tranſported by them from one 


place to another; and that when they are brought 
to a ſea- port, where the climate and ſeaſon favor 


their ſpyeading, they always do ſo in a greater or 
leſs degree. 


The plague is checked by great heat and ſevere 
cold in the cities of Europe and Aſia, We have 
full proof of the effe& of cold upon the malignant 
contagious fever in North America. 


We have equal proof that efficient quarantine 
laws have latterly preſerved the ſea-port towns of 
Europe from the introduction of the plague ; and 
the example of Baltimore, [ Note B. ] in the preſent 
year, ſhews us what may be done in America in 


this reſpect. The inefficacy of our own laws and 


regulations in this important matter is well known, 


and much regretted by all who have been concerned 
in their execution, 


Perhaps a more particular attention to the circum- 
ſtances of the fever of the preſent year, may place 
this ſubje& in a clearer point of light. 


o In 


Ol 


Ge 

In the months of June and July laſt, twenty-ſeven 
veſſels arrived in this port from Cape Nichola 
Mole, Jeremie and Port-au-Prince in the Iſland of 
Hiſpaniola or St. Domingo, places which had long 
been garriſoned by the Britiſh forces, and of con- 
ſequence more peculiarly adapted to the generation 
of peſtilential diſcaſes, 
It is a well known fact, that theſe places were 
evacuated" in great haſte, and that a conſiderable 
number of American veſſels which lay there, were 
employed to tranſport the Britiſh garriſon ; and if 
we are to give credit to the facts related by Prin- 
gle, [Note C.] Lind, [Note D.] Brockleſby, 
Young, Carmichael Smyth and others, contagion is 
not only generated in ſuch circumſtances, but for a 
long time retained, by cloathing, bedding, 1 
and ſails, even walls and timber, 


We have iche proof that the yellow fever 
prevailed in thoſe ports while the above-mentioned 
veſſels lay there. | Note E.] 


On the fifth day of July laſt, fix or eight of 
theſe veſſels, having a large number of paſſengers 
on board, of courſe a quantity of, cloathing, bed- 
ding, ve: brought off in the greateſt haſte, them- 
ſelves 


( 22 ) 
ſelves expoſed'to all thoſe circumſtances which are 
generally allowed to produce contagious fevers : in 
this ſituation they arrived at the fort, where they 
were detained on board for twenty days, [Note F.] 
an occurrence well adapted to heighten the violence 
of the contagion. On their arrival at the city, after 
this detention, they generally lay at the a be- 
tween Walnut and Spruce ſtreets. [Note G.] And 
it is well known, that at this part of the city the 
fever firſt appeared, about the latter end of July and 
beginning of Auguſt, and ſpread from thence to al. 
molt every other quarter. Theſe are facts too re- 
cent and too generally admitted to require further 
proof. | 
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On the evening of the eighth of July, the armed 
ſhip Deborah, captain Edward Fard, arrived at the 
fort from Jeremie. She buried eight perſons during 
Her ſtay there and return, [Note H.] and ſent / 
ſick to the Marine hoſpital. Note I.] She was one 
of thoſe employed to tranſport troops in the Well 
Indies. [Note K.] After a detention of ten days 
this veſſel came up to the city. We have been al- 
ſured that ſome of her crew were brought up be 
fore her arrival. [Note L.] 


On the twenty- eighth of July, the Deborah was 


moved to Kenſington, where ſhe was hove down. 
| We 


3 


we can clearly trace the riſe and progreſs of the 
diſeaſe at that place to this veſſel; [ Note M. ] and al- 
ſo the firſt appearance of it in ſome other parts of the 
city to perſons who had been on board her. [Note N.] 


On the ſixth day of Auguſt, the College recom. 
mended to the managers of the Marine and City 
hoſpitals, that all the veſſels lying between Walnut 
and Spruce ſtreets ſhould be removed to a proper 
liſtance from the city; inſtead of which they were 
diſtributed indiſcriminately to the other wharves, 
except in one inſtance, moſt of them being ſent ta 
the upper parts of the city. 


From the many ſources of contagion above enu- 
merated, exiſting at the ſame time, and being ſo 
generally ſpread, it is not ſurpriſing that the diſeaſe 
had ſuch an extenſive operation; and it is to this 
extraordinary circumſtance that we alſo aſcribe the 
introduction and prevalence of this diſeaſe at Cheſ- 
ter, [Note O.] Wilmington and Marcus-hook. 


A diſcaſe ſo fatal and ſo deſtructive, has natural- 


ly directed the public attention to diſcover the 
means of preventing its future recurrence. And as 
men are generally inclined to aſcribe effects to ſur- 
rounding circumſtances; ſo in the preſent caſe a 


varicty 
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variety of means have been ſuggeſted to prevent 
any future calamity of a ſimilar nature. 


But when we reflect, that Philadelphia is one of 
the cleaneſt, beſt aired cities in the union; that 
Kenſington, Cheſter and Wilmington, enjoy all the 
advantages of country an; that no poſſible im- 
provement with reſpect to water or ventilation, can 
make our ſituation more eligible than that of theſe 
places; and particularly when we conſider; that the 
ſituation of Wilmington precludes all idea of a de- 
fect of ventilation, and that New-York, being fur- 
niſhed with water brought from a diſtance, the bad 
quality of our water cannot be the cauſe. When 
we obſerve that our city has become more healthy 
by the ſalutary improvements made in it, that the 
number of our common native diſeaſes, ſuch as 
autumnal remittents and dyſenteries, is greatly dimi- 
niſked. When we alſo obſerve that it is only in 


(i-/ ſea-ports that this fatal peſtilential fever prevails, 


why ſhould we refuſe, in this particular inſtance, 
candidly to deduce effects from cauſes, and to ad- 
wiit, that although local circumſtances may favour 
the ſpreading of ſuch diſeaſes, » yet, as they can 
always be traced -to the ſhipping or its neighbour- 
hood, or to perſons or materials connected with 
arbor: rm et nod ub auſhipping, 
| BD QIG39T It 1505) vd- 858 A $1340} 
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CS) 
ſipping, that there are the ſtrongeſt reaſons to 
conclude that they are introduced from thence? | 


\ Bhi the preceding facts and obſervations we 
think the NY concluſions may be juſtly drawn. 

15 1 wp + 

That the contagious malignant fever Which ap⸗ 
peared” in this city in the years 1793, 1797, and 
1798, is eſſentially different from the bilious remit- 
tent fever of this climate. 

"That the contagious malignant fever of thoſe 
years ĩs eſſentially the fame, with the diſeaſe called 
the p#tloww fever in the Britiſh, and i maladie de 
Lam, in the —— Weſt * — | 


That the — So or — de Siam pre- 
nailed in a very great degree in the different porta 
of Hiſpaniola, during the laſt year, and more parti- 
cularly in — Jeremic and Cape Nicho- 
a Mole. 


That a very great number of veſſels arrived at this 
city from thoſe ports, 1 the months of June and 


Joly _ 


That this diſcaſe has been ſeveral times 1 


into North America by contagion retained in the 
D wearing 


K & » 


wearing apparel, of perſons. who: had died in the 

Welt Indies, although no' perſon was gck on board”. 
at the time the veſſel arrived in this country ; and Per 
that we have demonſtrated, as fully as it is poſſible br 
ina matter which is not. qbvious to our lenſes, chat (Y' 
the contdgibn"of the Fever of 1798 was s jmporte ot. 
from Jeremie, Cape Nichola Mole Or Po ort-au-Prinee, hart 
in one or more veſſels, "hich arrived here in June E 
and July Ay Lf 
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That efficient quarantine laws, ſimilar to thoſe 
exiſting in Italy, France and other countries, to 
prevent the introduction of the plague into their 
commercial cities, are the only effectual means to 
guard againſt the future recurrence of a calamity 
which threatens us with total ruin. 


H( 


To conclude—We have, from the firſt appear- 
ance of this deſtructive peſtilence in 1793 to the pre- 
ſent time, endeavoured to diſcharge our duty, by 
warning our fellow citizens of its appearance, and by 
pointing out the means of checkin g its extenſion when 
introduced; by informing the legiſlature of the proper 
methods of preventing its return, by ſtri& quarantine 
laws and internal regulations; and although our re- 
commendations have been too little attended to, yet 

we 


( 


ye conceive it to be a duty again thus to publiſh our 
opinions on the ſubject in a more detailed and famili- 
ar manner, as well for the information of our fellow 
citizens at large, as of thoſe who are called to the 
rery important office of legiſlation, In doing this we 
have no deſign of entering into or exciting contenti- 
on: our ſole aim is truth and the public good. 


p * 91 
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Publiſhed by order of the College, 
JohN REDMAN, Preſdent. 
HOMAS C. JAMES, Scc'y. 


Philadelphia December 24, 1798. 
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ProoEs AND. Iren RATIONS: 


Mars * 


Exiract from Practical Obſervations on the treatment 
of acute diſeaſes ; particularly theſe of the West 
Indies. By William Wright, M. D. Fellow of 
the Royal College of Phyſicians of Edinburgh, and 
of the Royal Societies of London and Edinburgh ; 
and Phyſician to the Forces in the Wet Indies. 
From the ſeventh volume of Medical Fact and Ob- 

ſervations, publiſhed in London 1797, dated Edin- 
burgh, December, 1794 


Cont late authors, who hw written on Welt- 
India diſeaſes, have roundly afferted, that in tropi- 
cal countries fevers are not contagious ; but whoe- 
ver has had the care of crowded hoſpitals, of jails, 
of ſhips of war, or of tranſports full of troops. 
muſt have ſeen numerous and fatal inſtances of cofi- 
tagion in the Weſt Indies ; more eſpecially where 
cleanlineſs and free ventilation have been neglected. 


From 
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From cauſes of this ſort 4 moſt fatal and Niue 
tive diſorder broke out in the Weſt Indies in 179 3, 
and ſoon after in Philadelphia, viz. the yellow fever, 
Dr. Ruſh has claſſed this diſorder with remittents; 
but erery one who has praciſed in che Welt Wales, 
kaows/ for certain, that the rethitting fevers of Warm 
countries are not contagious. | - From De. Ruſh” 
book, and from the numerotis letters of my corre. 
ſpondents, there remains not a doubt, in my. mind, 
uf the yellow ſever being Typhus, exalted” to a 
great degree of virukence from climate, Ltuation 
and other adventitious circumſtances, N 


The yellow fever has appeared in America at dit- 
ferent periods, as we learn from Dr. Lining's pa- 
per in the Edinburgh Eſſays, Phyſical and Literary, 
Vol. II.; and it was this ſame diſorder that com- 
mitted ſuch havock amongſt the troops, under Ad- 
miral Vernon, in 134k -- 1-1 


The commencemegt of this fever, in Grenada, 
is dated from May, 17 293, "ſoon after the arrival of 
a Guinea ſhip from Sierra Leone, che crew of 


which had been ſo fickly, that moſt of the failors 


died of the yellow fever, either! in the voyage, or 
ſoon after the arrival of the ſhip. It ſuddenly 
ſpread over the other Leeward iſlands, and from 
thence was carried to Philadelphia, Hiſpaniola, and 


Jamaica. 
| The 
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The. firſt account I received of this fever, was 
from Dr. James Clark, a, phyſician of eminence in 
Dominica z. his letter to me is dated July 23, 1793, 
and runs as follows: J have been haraſſed night 
ce e day, for a month paſt; by attendance on 
' 1 105 ill of the yellow fever. Since its appear- 

in this iſland, it has already carried off more 
6 = a hundred failors, new. comers, and emi- 
« grants, In its progreſs it has been, and ſtill is, 
e as quick and fatal as the plague ; it often finiſhes 
« its courſe in forty-cight hours; but if the * get 
« paſt the fifth day, they generally recover.“ 


All the letters I have had from my Wade friends 

agree, that this fever is highly contagious, and that 
new comers are moſt ſubject to receive it; particu- 
arty ſuch as are young, or are addicted to drink- 
ing ſpirituous liquors. Next to theſe are the nurſes 
and attendants on the ſick, who breathe the air in 
their chambers, or handle their bodies or bed- 
dothes. But ſuch as avoid. infected houſes, or keep 
at a diſtance from people conyaleſcent, are no way 
ſubject to the yellow feyer. It appears, alſo, that 
people of colour, and negroes, are in a manner to- 
tally exempted from, this diſeaſe, except ſuch as are 


employed as houſe ere and fare the ſame as 
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| Tue Creole White inhabitants, and others who 
have long reſided in the iſlands, are, it ſeems, ſel. 
dom attacked with this diſorder, unleſs under the 
circumſtantes above mentioned. But Why the yel. 
low fever ſhoutd attack forme, and not others, can 
only be accounted for W hg way: that in order 
to receive or reſiſt contagion, men's bodies and 

inds' muſt be in a-particulat ſtate; and that field 
negroes ſhould not be liable to it is to me inexplica- 
ble. They, however, have their epidemics, from 
which white people are exempted. 


8 „ Nerz B. 
Exact of a eter, from, Jyſepb Trunſend to Det 
- Griffitti, dated ws ail e, lath month, if Decem- 
ber) 6th, 1798. 


] find i it Vill be belt | to forward thee, the fol. 


40 lowing reſolution, to the operation of which our 
5 late enjoyment. of good heath is mtriÞured. 5 


ern, r 1 98. 


\ Beard of Health fir the , C ty in of . 


Neoluel, Dou IT97 
I bat all veſſels arriving Rom any S Wet 
India iſlands, loaded with coffee or other producc 
that may be liable to damage or putrefaction, be 


not 


_ 


00 
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not permitted to come up into port, but that the 


cargoes thereof be diſcharged into other veſſels 
while t remains in the river, and every neceſſary 
cate extended to purify: the ſame: before it be ad- 
mitted into the city; and that the health officer be 
_ 0 Pan {tri attention thereto. 

hos es . On: behalf of the Board, 

bit 26i4t Dos, ; JOSEPH TOWNSEND, Ck. 


Norz C. 

Orders coming ſoon after, to remove all the 
ick from Germany to Flanders, they were embark- 
ed in. bilanders, to be carried to Ghent; but where 
they did not arrive till the middle of December. 
During this voyage, the fever having acquired new 
force by the conſinement of the air, by the morti- 
fications and other putrid effluvia, it became ſo vi- 
rulent, that above half the number died in the 
boats; and many of the remainder ſoon after their 
arrival. Its reſemblance to the plague was further 
evinced by this memorable incident. A parcel of 


old tents being ſenit on board the fame bilanders 


with the men, were uſed by them for bedding ; 
theſe tents, in order to be refitted, were put into 
e e. of a tradeſman at Ghent, who having 
„noi It ue 10 b 01 e employed 
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employed twenty- three Flemiſh journey men about 
the work, loſt ſeventeen of them by the diſtemper; 
though they had no other communication with the 
infected. Pringle's Obſervations on the Diſeaſes 
of the Army, page 26. 


Norz D. 
eee A 

“The infected ſhips were the Princeſs Amelia, 
the Oxford, Shrewfbury, Medway, Dublin, and 
| Neptune. The moſt vigorous contagion had invad- 
ed the two latter. It was ſaid, the Neptune had 
loſt one hundred and ſixty, of her men in a few 
months, and her report contained one hundrel 
and thirty- three fick. The ſurgeon had been ſeized 
0 the N fever, but was s recovered. 


6 The crew 7 of the Cambridge, an healthy ſhip, 
enjoyed a good ſtate of health until ſome of then 
were ordered on board the Neptune, to prepare 
that ſhip for the dock, which was then in great 
diſtreſs for want of hanc , moſt of her people be 
ing then at the hoſpitals. Three of theſe men be- 
longing to the Cambridge were brought into the hol- 
pital, one died and another. narrowly eſcaped with 
life, 
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fe, and I have reafon to believe, that their 


other ſhipmates, who were employed in the Nep- 
tune, conveyed the fever to the Cambridge, as ſhe 
ſoon after ſent to the hoſpital ſeveral aſſſicted with 
the fame fever. 


« ] would have it here obſerved, that this infection 
did not proceed from any ſick perſon on board the 
Neptune; for during this period no ſick man was 
kept for an hour on board any of the ſhips, if the 
weather did permit to ſend him on ſhore. 


ce Beſides, in theſe ſhips, it was plain the infection 
could not proceed from a foul air. They were fur- 
niſhed with ventilators ; and I have it from good 
authority that the Neptune was kept uncommonly 
clean and neat ; and being a ſecond rate, a prodi- 
gious draught of air muſt have been admitted from 
her having three tier of ports; and when theſe 
ports were open, (which was all the time ſhe lay 
at Spithead and in Portſmouth harbour, while the 
contagion was fo violent) the ventilation and re- 


newal of the air, exceeded what could be effected 


in moſt other places. The diet of the people was 
freſh beef and broth with greens. 


ce The ſick apartment of the Neptune while at 
fea” was on the lower gun-deck, ſpacious and near. 
| Two 
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Two ſcuttles were cut for the admiſſion of freſh. 


air ; the adjoining ports were alſo opened, when 
it could be done with ſafety, It was waſhed» twice 
a week with warm vinegar, and daily cleaned. 


This practice of cleanlineſs and the benefit of the 
freſhelt air, did not however avail to remove this con- 


tagion ; which continued till the ſhip was taken into 


doch, and properly purified by fire and fmoak. Aſter 
this operation, the ſhip and crew became perfectly 
healthy. Lind, on Fevers and Infection. 


Non TE : E. ar ID 
Letter from Deftor 8 tevens 10 Doctor Gri Nui, 


SY. ©. 

During my reſidence i in Santo Domingo and the 
Cape, I received frequent information that the yellow 
fever prevailed in almoſt all the ſca- port towns in the 
French part of Hiſpaniola, particularly at Cape Ni- 
chola Mole. It raged ſo violcntly a at this latter, placc, 
and the mortality was ſo great, that i it. obliged the 
Britiſh to abandon the poſt ſooner than they intended. 
About the ſame time this diſeaſe made its appear- 
ance in the harbour of St. Thomas, and was ſo de- 
ſtructive to foreigners that it obtained the name , of 

the 
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ants of the city were altogether exempt from it. 


feral of their crew by this fever, while they re- 
mined. at anchor. 


\ 


troke out on board of the ſchooner Swift at Porto- 
Rico. The following are the facts reſpecting that 
ſeſſel, viz. On the 11th of laſt March ſhe failed 
from the Delaware, and, after touching at Tortola 
nd St. Thomas, arrived at the city of Santo Do- 
ningo on the 1 3th of April, where ſhe continued un- 
il the 26th of June, when, ſhe went to the 
(ape, and returned again on the 1ſt of Auguſt, with- 
out touching at any other port. She remained at 
unto Domingo until the 28th of October, and then 
filed for Porto-Rico, where ſhe arrived on the 5th, 
> November. She anchored at the entrance of the 
harbour, at a conſiderable diſtance from any other 
ſel. A ſhort, time before ſhe left the city of San- 
o Domingo ſhe took on board, from a French pri- 
nteer that had been diſmantled, a quanty of rig- 
ging, fails, guns and amfaunition. From the time 

N that 


the plague from all thoſe who ſpoke of it. At Santo 
Domingo I ſaw ſeveral cafes of it, during the months 

of Auguſt and September. Theſe were entirely con- 
ned to American ſeamen; while the native inhabit- 


The privateers which frequented this port loſt alſo - 


| mentioned to you that a ſimilar diſeaſe had 
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that ſhe left Philadelphia until her arrival at Porto. 
Rico the crew were healthy, except two of the ail. 
lors who were affected with venereal complaints, 
The ſecond day after ſheanchored at this latter port 
the mate and one of the ſailors began to complain, 
and the greateſt part of the crew, together with 
the captain, were ſucceſſively attacked. The two 
firſt died after a ſhort illneſs, and one of the others 
during her paſſage to America. The captain cſcay- 
ed in conſequence, of being brought on ſhore and 
carefully attended, , at the commencement of the 
diſorder. When ſhe arrived at Porto-Rico, and 
during her ſtay there, both the harbour and city 
were remarkably healthy, and her crew had little 
or no communication with either the ſhore or the 
ſhipping. Theſe are all the facts which have come 
to my knowledge reſpecting the exiſtence of this 
diſcaſe in the Weſt Indies, during the laſt ſuminer 
and fall. I remain, Sir, 


With due reſpect, 
_ Yours, Kc. Kc. 
EDWARD STEVENS. 


Walnut ſtreet, Dec. #6: 1 
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See the daily papers at that time. 


— 


Nork G. 
The information referred to was procured from 


tie health office, 


3 H. 


Depoſition of the captain of the Deborah, procur- 
ed from the health ile. 


Questions to be propoſed to masters or commanders 


of veſſels coming ta at the, health Mee on State 
Wand. \ 


Q. 1. What! is the name of this veſſel? ? 

A. Ship Deborah. | 

1.5 2. What is the name of the captain ? 8 

A. Edward Yard. | 
Q. 3. Where does your veſlel belong to? 
A. Philadelphia. 

Q. 4. How many men belong to this veſſel? 


AY T8 018 4 V7 
Q. 5. How many — gers have you brought 


with you? Are they now all on board ? And if not, 


where were they landed ? 
A. 
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b 4 


A. 58 on Ran landed none. 

oY 6. When did' the veſſel enter on her voyage! 
A. 7 February. 

Q. 7. At what port have you taken in the car. 
go, Which you have now on board n when 
did you Tail from the ſame? s 

A. Port-au-Prince and Jeremie left Jeremis 
24 of June. ee 

Q. 8. What does your preſent. cargo conſiſt of? 

A. Sugar, coffee and cocoa. 

Q. 9. What ports or places have you touched at 
fince you lrave taken your laſt cargo? And when 
did you leave them? © 

. Woke.” ee 

Q. 10. Have you touched at auy fickly ports, 
places or iſlands, during, your, voyage 2 

A. Nee 

Q. 11. How were the inhabitants 1 the peo- 
ple belonging to the ſhipping of the port you have 
left or touched at, during your voyage? Were 
they healthy, or not ? 

A. Healthy on ſhore but fickly in the harbour. 


Q. 12. Have you brought with you all the crew, 
which you have tiken' out? if not, what has be- 


1 


'S | 
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cone of them? 40 © DOUG ISM eee 
A. Brought all th crew back büt 4s 3, eight left 


me. 
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during your voyage? If ſo, when, in what place, 
and what was his or their complaint * ? 

A. Loſt 5 with the dyſentery, the firſt at 
ſeremie, and the laſt 24th as ſeamen and three 
paſſengers. | 

GQ. 14. Have you any wearing 1 or bed- 
ling belonging to deceaſed perſons on board ? 

A. Part of the wearing apparel of the above- 
mentioned. 5 perſons, the reſt was ſunk at ſea. 

- 15. What veſſels have you met at ſea, during 
your laſt paſſage? What port were they from ? 
Have you ſent your boat on board of them, or did 
they ſend their boats on board of our veſſel? Had 
they any ſick on board? 

A. Boarded the loop Friendſhip, all well. 

Q. 16. Yourſelf, your people and paſſengers, 
ae they all now in good health? 


A. All well on board, but one negro woman, 


with a fever and lax. 
EDWD. YARD. 


July 8, 1798, 6 o'Clock, P. M. | 
Sworn, JAMES HALL, Reſidt. Phyn. Port. 


Two ventilators were uſed on board the ſhip 
Deborah for 8 days. 
JAMES HALL. 
Ur, WILLIAM ALLEN, Health Officer, 
| No. 32, Walnut ſt. 


F - Norz 


Q. 13. Have you loſt any perſons by diſeaſes - 


12 8 „ Y 4 Py 


2. .. 2 
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Norz I. 
Health Mee, 26th, Dec. 1798. 


DIR, 

After you left the office 1 found the Steward's 
return of the number of ſick perſons landed from 
the ſhip Deborah at the marine hoſpital ; their 
names and time of admiſſion are as follow: 


A a black girl. admitted, Sth. July. 
John Lincoln, ee 9th. 
= Stone, 8 gth. 
Wm. Wallworth, roth. 
Jonathan Farnham, 38 11th. 
Robert Price, * PORN | © 


— 


The above ſtatement may be relied on as accurate. 
+ Þ- 

Your Obedient Servant, 

| Wm. NESBITT, CA. 

DR. GRITTITITsõ. | fir al 


Nor K. 


by On the N Auguſt, John Lewis, mate of 
the Deborah, informed me that ſhe Joſt ſeven perſons 


with fever on board during her paſſage, and one by 
accident 
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accident, and that ſhe had been employed as a tranſ- 


port in the Britiſh ſervice previous to her taking in 


her cargo at Jeremie. 
Extract of a Letter from Dr. Currie to Dr. Wiſtar. 


1 19. 


Mr. Thomas Town, citizen of the Northern Li- 
berties, related to Dr. Wiſtar, that on the iſt of 
Auguſt, 1798, he ſaw Alexander Philips, late of 
Water-ſtreer, taylor in Second-ſtreet, oppoſite the 
houſe of Meſſrs. Hamilton and Son, and inquired of 
him whether it was true (as reported) that he had 


brought up privately ſome ſick men from the ſhip De- 


borah, ſoon after her arrival in the river, and had 
received ten dollars for fo doing; and that Philips 
replied, that he had brought up two or three in one 
or two boats. Mr. Town believes he ſaid that he 
had gone down as low as Marcus Hook. Philips 
ſaid he had taken ſome of them to his own houſe, 
and that one was dead, He added that he was ſor- 
ry it had been done; that he was fick himſelf, but 
hoped his complaint would turn out a cold. 


He ſtated that he had done it as an act of friend- 
luip, in return for favours received. 


On 


4  S@SPPENDEE 


On the Sunday morning following, Mr. Town waz 
invited to Philips's funeral, 4 
THOS. TOWN, 
CASPAR WISTAR, Jun, 
Nov. 16th, 1798. | 


— — 


The follows ng faper was given to Doctor William Cur: 
rie, by Mr. Fobn Purdon. 


Mr. Purdop ſays that on the afternoon of the iſt. 
or ad. dapgof Auguſt, being at the houſe of Mr. 
Alexander; Philips.in Water ſtreet, he was informed 
in the courſe of converſation by Mr. Philips; that he 
Himſelf had gone down to a ſhip at the fort, and 
brought from thence one of his old lodgers, then 
ſick, to his own houſe in Water ſtreet. Mr. Purdon 
obſerved to him with horror and aſtoniſhment that 
he had acted very wrong, and immediatcly departed 
from his houſe. Mr. Phillips on that day was ap- 
parently in perfect health ; on the Saturday night 
following he was a corpſe. | Mr. Purdon was not in- 
formed by Mr. Philips from what ſhip he had con- 
veyed the ſick man, but by Mr. Ifaac Milnor, a few 
weeks after, that it was from the ſhip Deborah, and 
on the ninth night of her-quarantine. | 

| I ſhall 
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Extra of a Letter from Doctor Daniel de Benneville 
to Doctor Griffitts. 

I ſhall now proceed to mention a few of the early 
caſes of yellow fever, that occurred in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the wharf where the ſhip Debo- 
nh lay. The ſhip Deborah arrived at George Eyre's 
wharf in Kenſington on the 28th day of July, and 
remained there until the 8th day of Auguſt following. 


RIS” ,10 ; 


Joſeph Streeton, the firſt victim in Kenſington, 
was on board the ſhip Deborah July aiſt, 1798, 


whilſt ſhe lay in the city, was taken ſick July 29th, 


and died Auguſt 4d. 


J ames Porter, an e of Joſeph Griſe, 
who lived next door to Streeton's, was taken ſick 
Auguſt 1ſt, and died Auguſt 12th. 


James Aſhmore, an apprentice lad of Wm. Yard's, 


whoſe dwelling houſe. is oppoſite the wharf where the 
ſip lay, and who had worked on board while ſhe 


lay in the city about the 18th or 20th of July, was 
taken fc Auguſt 20 and died Auguſt I sth. 


James Kerr, George Adams, — Simons, ap- 
prentice boys of Wm. Yard's, who worked on board 
the ſhip, were © all taken ſick a few days after the firſt 


appearance 
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appearance of indiſpoſition in J. Aſhmore, their fel. 
low apprentice, and all recovered. 


l wo labouring men of the name of Sutton, who 
worked on board the ſhip, were taken ſick Auguſt 
zd, one of whom died; he other recovered. | 


Samuel Baker, whoſe telling houſe is direftly 
oppoſite the wharf where the Deborah lay, was on 
the wharf July z iſt, when his noſtrils were aſſailed 
with a very offenſive ſtench from the ſhip, out of wr 
which, the people who worked on board were 
heaving ſome Jumber, and, which inſtantly induced A 
him to leave the wharf, 2 taken ak, Auguſt 34, 
and recovered, 

Daniel de Benneville, who rode by the. wharf in 
his chaiſe, daily for a week before his indiſpoſition, 
and for three days previous walked twice or thrice a 
day on the banks, nearly oppoſite the wharf where 
the ſhip lay, the wind blowing directly from the ſhip, 
wafting a diſagreeable ſtench, which he obſerved to 
Manuel Eyre, the elder, who was in company; 
and which produced a violent nauſea, in conſequence 
of which he left the ſhade on the bank, returned to 
his houſe, and took ſome labender water and loaf 
n, but without any effectual relief, until he 

9 ejected 


el. 


— 
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gected the contents of his ſtomach, with à large 
xroportion of bile, by vomiting ; he was taken ſick 
Auguſt * mT . 


8 Pecky ( Daniel. de Benneville $ ts 
keeper) was taken ſick Auguſt 7th, 11 O'Clock A. 
M. and died Auguſt 19th. 


Elizabeth de Benneville ( wife of OY de 
genneville) was taken ſick Auguſt 7th, P. M. and 
recovered. | 


Joſhua Baker (fon of Net aforefaid Samuel Baker) 
vho had been on board the Deborah, was taken 
ick Auguſt gth, and died Auguſt I 5th, 


Jacob Miller, who lived about 300 yards from 
he ſhip, and daily walked by the wharf to his 
vork, was taken Auguſt 9th, and died Auguſt 1 5th. | 


"OY Newman, daughter of the widow' Mary 
Newman, who lived nearly oppoſite the wharf 
where the ſhip lay, was ee ſick e roth, 


ud died Auguſt: 2 5th. 


Suſannah Baker (wife a, Fa aforeſaid: Samuel 
Baker) was taken ſick 3 12th,. and a Au- 
ruſt 22d. | 
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Sarah Eyre (daughter of Manuel Eyre) was 
taken ſick Auguſt 1 St, and recovered. 


a 


Charlotta Yard (wife of William T Was ta- 
ken ſick Auguſt 1 5th, and recovered. 


] 

ſer 

Dc 
Jacob Fawns, who worked on board the ſhipf de 
Deborah whilſt ſhe lay at Kenſington, . was taken 
ſick and recovered. 755 in 
Three apprentice boys belonging to George 
Eyre, who worked about 100 yards from the 
Deborah, were all taken ſick, one of whom diet, 


and the reſt recovered. h 
| en 

Cxſar Maul, a negro lad living with Daniel WM” 

i 


de Benneville aforeſaid, was taken ſick e 19th, 
and recovered. 


| John M“Curdy was taken ſick whilſt working on 
board the Deborah, and recovered. 


Thomas Norris, who worked on board the ſhip 
Deborah from two days after the arrived, until ſhe 
failed, was ſeized, whilſt working on board, with 
a violent nauſea, pain in his head, loins and extre- 


mities, was relieved by ſevere vomiting and ſweating 
| | that 


- 
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hat enſued the night following, and felt no man- 
er of indiſpoſition thereafter. 


Henry Underwick, William Moore, George 
lenny, and Allen Robinett, who worked on 
Doughty's wharf, about 100 yards from the ſhip 
Deborah, whilſt ſhe lay at Kenſington, were all taken 
e About the latter end of Auguſt and che begin- 
ting of September, and diet. 


I have been ſo repeatedly interrupted in this bu- 
ſueſs that neceſſity obliged me to do it in haſte, and 
vith a pre · occupied mind. The people here are in 
he day time employed in their ſeveral occupati- 
ms, that I have been obliged to take the evening 
cl Nad beſt part of the night to obtain correct intel- 
h, bence on this ſubject, and that at intervals: 
which of courſe has taken longer time to effect my 
: and which Foul will excuſe, 


"With unfcigned Eſteem, 


1 am, Yours, 
ip } aft btig0d und bone. 


DANIEL DE BENNEVILLE. 


"Nl Laut 


le oy Und .L 


th a Nor. 27th, 1798, 
reel bas gal G- 19 Fete seek 
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M. Ralſton was attacked with the ſever July 25: 
on the , 29th, I firſt viſited him, he died on the 
Zoth. He was at work on board the ſhip Deborah 
the three days immediately preceding the attack. 

7 Mr. Beaty, who aſſiſted to nurſe 5% Was al. 

tacked Auguſt the iſt. Lattended him two days, he 

was then removed from near the hay- ſcales, North 

Front ſtreet, to a ſmall alley in North Seventh ſtreet, 

where, Lwas informed by his brother, he died a fey 

days after, _ 5 


A I. PROUD, 
Dr. GRirrrrrs. 


— — 


John Butcher, a TORE reſiding in Mifflin's alley, 
worked nine days on board the Deborah, firlt at 
Race ſtreet wharf, then at Kenſington ; until he was 
| taken ſick on the 2d Auguſt laſt, Being oppolite 
my laboratory, his, wife; ;requeſted I would call 
and ſee him. He appeared to me to have the 
ſymptoms of the yellow fever. He was immediately 
bled Pens and briſkly purged ; he recovered 


in 


F \ , 5 
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in 2 Or : days. Doctor Proudfit alſo viſited him and 
was of the ſame opinion. 


| This being in the evening of the zd Auguſt and 


he health office ſhut, I requeſted Captain Lawler 
to inkerm the Board thereof, who next morning ſent 
Doctor Duffield to viſit him; when Butcher, by the 
qperation of the above remedies, was ſo much better 
that Doctor Duffield doubted his having the diſeaſe. 
Yet the impreſſion was ſo great on my mind, that I 


immediately ſent my children to the country. I am 


ſill of the opinion, that he was the firſt who brought 
the fever into Mifflin's alley, where it was ſo fatal. 


GEORGE HUNTER. 
Philadelphia, December 1ſt, 1798. 


Norz O. 

Dax SIR, 

I met Davis Bevan in Second ſtreet, who informed 
me, as a proof of the Deborah's being an unhealthy 
veſſel, that ſeven boys of Cheſter went in a boat to 
ſe a comrade on board, ſtaid with him an hour or 


two, and returned: that in two or three days, ſix of 
them were taken ill of a fever, ſuppoſed to be the 


yellow 


3 | 1 
yellow fever, and that five of them died in leſs than 
ten days. He ſaid he would take his oath of this 
fact, if required. 
1 think I am accurate, for it appeared to me a 


| ſtrong confirmation of the Deborah's importing the 
yellow fever of 1798. 


Yours, Reſpectfully, 
W. SHIPPEN, junr. 
Dx. Gxirrrrrs. | 


December 26, 1798. | 


CHE END. 


